
Panhandle-Plains 
Folklife Festival

Free Museum Admission All Day
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BETTY BUSTOS 
RETIRING

Experience and celebrate the diversity 
of culture at the Panhandle-Plains 
Folklife Festival October 6, 
2007, from noon to 4 p.m. 
on the museum grounds.  
Admission to the 
museum will be 
free all day.

Demonstrators 
and performers will 
exemplify the customs and 
heritage of various groups 
that now call the Panhandle-
Plains home.  

The Folklife Festival expands on 
the theme from Sense of Self, an 

exhibit illustrating how tangible 
symbols define various group 

identities.  Everyone is 
invited to share their 

culture and be 
a part of the 

festival.  For 
information 

on 
participating, call 

Millie at 806-651-2249 or 
email mvanover@pphm.
wtamu.edu.  
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Eldrena Douma McMenamy, Storyteller
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.Chris Logan
      Farrier.Mike Gerard
      Leather Tooling.Helen Neal
      Underground Railroad.Merry Fiddlers
      Fiddle Playing
 

      Ed Day
       Flintknapping.Alvin Lynn
      Panhandle Prehistoric       
      Pottery.Joe Rogers
       Historic Tools.Palo Duro Handweavers           
      Guild of Texas
      Weaving and Spinning

.Performers include:

SELF OF
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Popular artist and instructor Cecy Turner returns for a 
two-day watercolor and oil painting clinic in beautiful 
Palo Duro Canyon October 20-21.

Expertise is not required.  The workshop is open to 
artists of all skill levels who want to enjoy fellowship, 
nature, and a relaxing weekend.   

Participants will leave the museum each day at 8:30 
a.m. for the canyon and, after set-up, will paint until 
noon.  Painting continues after lunch until 3:30 p.m. 
when Turner will critique students’ progress.  The day 
ends with a ride back to the museum at 4:00 p.m.

The fee for the clinic is $175 per person for PPHM 
members, $275 for nonmembers, or a special price of 
$250 which includes a one-year family membership 
to PPHM.  Cost includes instruction, transportation 
to and from the museum to Palo Duro Canyon, all 
park fees, two lunches and water and snacks daily.  
Participants will need to provide their own supplies; a 
suggested materials list will be furnished.

Turner, a Texas native, received her formal art training 
at Vanderbilt University and the University of North 
Texas, followed by workshops by over 50 
professional artists from across the nation. She has 
designed cards and calendars for numerous national 
greeting card companies. 

Register for the painting clinic by October 12 by calling 
806-651-2233 or emailing adavid@pphm.wtamu.edu.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
G U Y  C .  V A N D E R P O O L

Homer Ratliff, Jr., a cowboy 
from Miami, Texas, enlisted in 
the U.S. Army after the Japanese 
bombing of Pearl Harbor.  He 
served in the 3rd Army, landed in 
Normandy on the second wave of 
the invasion, survived the Battle of 
the Bulge, and served in the Allied 
Occupation Army.  While Homer 
passed away recently, his story is 

still alive and tells of the sacrifice and struggle that it 
took to win the world’s 
greatest armed conflict.  

This fall the Panhandle-
Plains Historical 
Museum will initiate 
a series of programs 
and exhibits that focus 
on World War II in 
conjunction with the 
new PBS series, The War, 
that will air on KACV 
this fall.  This is an 
institutional initiative that involves all departments, 
and we believe it will provide a unique learning 
experience for visitors during the 2007-2008 school 
year.  

Our plans include: 
l Exhibiting items that relate to local 
World War II veterans.
l Incorporating information about the 
war as it relates to permanent exhibits.
l An exhibit of Jack Erwin watercolors 
depicting Guam before and after the 
American bombing, which are a project of 
the “Save America’s Treasures” program.
l Photographs and documents that tell 
of life on the home front and the stories of 
the men and women who served. 
l Exhibits of uniforms in various areas of 
the museum.

There are countless stories like Homer Ratliff’s.  
None of the stories, however, are ordinary.  Be a 
part of this focus on World War II and connect 
with the men and women who gave all for the hope 
and promise of their country.  

Capture the Spirit 
of the Canyon
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History has repeated itself.  The very first PPHM Video 
ConnectionCast has been unveiled nearly two years to 
the day after the first PPHM podcast was introduced.  
Moreover, both were recorded in the same gallery 
with the same 
four participants.  
Try out the new 
format on www.
panhandleplains.org; 
feedback is always 
welcome.

In the meantime, the 
name “podcast” has 
changed to “ConnectionCast” on the PPHM website.  
The goal of each recording is not only to give an 
overview of the exhibit, but to show how participants 
can connect personally to what they see.  

Approximately 23,000 students viewed the April 24 
videocast of “Art versus Artifact”, a friendly debate 
between Curator of Art Michael Grauer and Curator 
of Archeology Jeff Indeck on whether Quanah Parker’s 
headdress is an artifact or a piece of art.  Education 
videoconferencing projects similar to this one are being 
developed to offer to any school, anywhere.  

PPHM needs a promotional video for the MySpace 
page.  Winner(s) will receive a party in the PPHM 
Derrick Room for 50 guests with catered food and a 
deejay.

Videos must be submitted in DVD format by 
October 31
All submissions will not be returned and become 
the property of PPHM
Submissions must be accompanied by the 
names, phone numbers and email address of the 
individual or group submitting the DVD

Send or deliver to:
Buster Ratliff

Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum
2503 Fourth Avenue
Canyon, Texas  79015

Your video will be rejected if it contains:
inappropriate content (make something your 
mom would be proud of)  
copyrighted material that someone else owns (we 
want your idea)

For more information, call 806-651-2252 or email 
bratliff@pphm.wtamu.edu

•

•

•

•

•

PPHM Video Challenge

Video Capabilities Take Main Stage

From the cemetery’s first burial in 
1888 to the fanciful Woodmen of 
the World tree trunk markers to 
elaborate “gypsy” graves, history 
is found at each marker in Llano 
Cemetery. 

Curator of History Dr. Bill 
Green and friends will tell about 
headstone symbolism and the 
stories of past people and places 
on Saturday, October 27, 2007, in 

the oldest section of Llano Cemetery from 4:00 to 7:00 
p.m.  

Please enter the cemetery at the 34th Avenue entrance 
where parking attendants and event hosts will be on 
site. Weather permitting; wear walking shoes. Cost is 
$5 per person; children under 3 years old are free.  No 
reservations required; pay at the gate. Proceeds from 
this event will benefit PPHM and Llano Cemetery. 

For more information, call (806)651-2233 or email 
adavid@pphm.wtamu.edu.

Tour Llano Cemetery by Twilight
“Show me your cemeteries, and I will tell you what kind of people you have.”    

-Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790)

Currently in the works:
Footage in the museum after dark 
November launch of the PPHM MySpace page

Photo by Wagner’s Studio
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As Texas evolved from an almost exclusively 
agricultural economy in the latter part of the 
19th century, Texas artists began depicting 

the industrialization and urbanization of the state.  
Images of this genre will be displayed in Urban Texas: 
Changing Images of an Evolving State from September 
29, 2007, through February 17, 2008, in the Foran 
Gallery.

As the agrarian and rural images by Texas artists have 
been acquired by private and corporate collections, a 
number of urban images have been found and made 
public—especially as interest in early Texas art has 
continued to grow.  On paper, panel, and canvas, 
Texas artists have explored the rise and decline of 
towns and cities across the state. 

Images Debunk Stereotype 
of Texas Being a Rural, 
Agricultural State

Suits: Perpetually in Style
The basic suit remains a fixture in the 
business and professional world, and  
Suitably Dressed, on exhibit September 
29, 2007 through March 16, 2008, will 

illustrate the timeless design of 20th 
century men’s and women’s suits.

Men’s suits originated in 17th 
century England when King 
Charles II decreed that men 
were to wear a long coat or jacket, 
a waistcoat (vest), a cravat (a 

forerunner of the modern necktie), 
trousers and a wig when at court.  

The earliest women’s suits were riding 
habits consisting of a tailored coat or 
jacket and a matching skirt.  Other 
tailored suits appeared during the late 
19th century as women began pursuing 

occupations outside the home.  It’s these 
types of suits that remain fashionable from 
season to season.

Annual Meeting Includes 
Three Exhibit Receptions
The Board of Trustees of the Panhandle-Plains Historical 
Society will host the 86th Annual Meeting Friday, 
September 28, 2007, at 5:30 p.m. in Hazlewood Lecture 
Hall.

Museum director Guy C. Vanderpool will present the 
“State of the Museum” annual report and announce 
the new initiatives for the 2007-08 fiscal year. Education 
Coordinator Mille Vanover will present the Volunteer 
Service Awards for 2007.

A members’ reception for the new exhibits, Sense of Self, 
Urban Texas, and Suitably Dressed will immediately follow 
with hors d’oeuvres and refreshments.
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In an exhibit complimenting the People of the Plains 
exhibit, Sense of Self expresses how individuals 
define and interpret their world through art, music, 

clothing and tangible symbols and transmit these to the 
next generation.  

Visitors can explore these cultural, religious and ethnic 
characteristics from September 15, 2007, through April 
13, 2008, on the Derrick Room Balcony.

The rich ethnic diversity in the Panhandle-Plains allows 
exploration of a variety of beliefs and how cultures 
survive.  Artifacts come from cultural groups currently 
living in the area and pertain to life after death beliefs, 
taboos, social customs, marriage ceremonies, and 
hobbies.  Patriotism and nationalism, entertainment 
and recreation also play a role in a person’s identity.

For example, cultural costumes on display manifest 
themselves today as rodeo outfits, American Indian 
dance costumes, Quinceañera dresses or choir robes.

Even today, the people we consider members of our 
immediate or extended family and who we identify as 
descendents varies between cultures.  

The exhibit will look at diversity in 
terms of differing ways to do the same 
thing and the belief that one way is not 
better or worse, just different.

In conjunction with Sense of Self, 
PPHM will host a folklife festival 
October 6, 2007, from noon to 4:00 
p.m.  Cultural groups demonstrating 
at the festival will engage visitors in a 
broader perspective of community.

Sense
Self of
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Phase three of the 
Firearms Gallery 

is almost complete.  
Exhibits specialist Kenny 
Schneider and his team 
tore down the small 
alcove in the gallery, 
exposing a larger area 
that will accommodate 
more weapons.  The 
new gallery space also 
will include educational 
components where 
children can identify 
firearms associated with 
the different American 
wars and compare 
tools used by the Texas 
Rangers in the late 1800s 
to the tools they use today.

The Museum is actively collecting firearms to add to 

the collection.  
Even with a 
diverse weapons 
collection 
numbering about 
1,000 pieces, 
there are holes 
that need to 
be filled.  For 
example, the 
Museum does 
not own an M-16.  
A military-issue 
Colt Model 1911 
.45 automatic 

would greatly enhance the World War 
II collection, and a 1860-1866 Henry 
repeating rifle is also needed.  

To donate an object to the firearms 
collection, please call Michael Grauer at 806-651-2262 
or email mgrauer@pphm.wtamu.edu.

Firearms Gallery Expansion Continues
Patrick Lovelady cleans 
the new cases (right)

Volunteer Paul 
McFadden cleans 
and preserves firearms 
(below)

After sixteen years 
as assistant archivist, 
Betty Bustos is retiring 
August 31.  Bustos is a 
walking encyclopedia 
of Panhandle-Plains 
people and history 
having helped 
researchers and 
staff alike in finding 
information.

“My favorite part of 
archives is the photographs.  You can study pictures 
with people, cars, and implements, and it tells a 
whole story,” Bustos said.

“Betty is a true professional, and she will be greatly 
missed.  Her hard work and dedication to the 
museum is noteworthy.  In addition to assisting 
thousands of patrons each year, Betty helped lay the 
foundation for the significant improvements now 
being made,”  Director Guy C. Vanderpool said.

Bustos to Retire Aug 31

The PPHM limestone entrance 
is depicted on the 2007 
West Texas A&M University 
Christmas ornament.  The 
three-dimensional ornament 
is etched in solid- brass, 
finished in 24-karat gold, and is 
elegantly presented in a decorative box with a short 
history of the museum.

Purchase a museum membership for friends or 
family members, and PPHM will send them an 
ornament in the mail free of charge to you, making 
a perfect Christmas gift with benefits that can be 
enjoyed year round.  Call Amy David at (806) 651-
2244 for membership information

The ornament will debut at the Society’s Annual 
Meeting and can be purchased at the museum store 
for $12.95.  Reserve yours today by calling 806-651-
5235 or email tstpierre@pphm.wtamu.edu.

Museum Featured 
on Ornament
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GOODNIGHT CIRCLE
Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Alfred               Amarillo TX

PATRON
Haley, Mr. J. Evetts                       Midland TX
Orman, Mr. and Mrs. Larry J.         Amarillo TX

SUPPORTER
Clement, Mr. and Mrs. Jamey          Dallas TX
Mills, Mr. and Mrs. Jordan                 Dumas TX
O’Brien, Mr. John G.                     Amarillo TX
Petty, Mr. and Mrs. Arlie                  Canyon TX

CONTRIBUTOR
Downing, Mr. and Mrs. Scott          Amarillo TX
Gayden, Mr. and Mrs. William K.        Dallas TX
Kritser, Mr. Sloan                             Amarillo TX
Lanier, Mr. and Mrs. James             Canyon TX
Melton, Dr. and Mrs. Harrold           Amarillo TX
Scott, Mr. and Mrs. Edward            Amarillo TX
White, Mr. and Mrs. Mark                Amarillo TX

FAMILY
Black, Ms. Sara  Amarillo TX
Buckner, Mr. and Mrs. Dale  Canyon TX
Cain, Mr. and Mrs. Rocky M. Canyon TX
Chitwood, Mr. Cody Canyon TX
Coberley, Mr. and Mrs. Chancie Canyon TX
Dean, Mr. Samuel Robert Amarillo TX
Gerlich, Mr. and Mrs. Nick  Canyon TX
Guffy, Ms. Connie  Canyon TX
Hastings, Ms. Jasmin  Amarillo TX
Ritter, Mr. and Mrs. Dave  Canyon TX

FRIEND 
Archer, Ms. Jeanne  Amarillo TX
Balducci, Mr. Stan  Mechanicsville VA
Culwell, Ms. Margaret  Amarillo TX
Flatt, Ms. Grace  Canyon TX
O’Brien, Dr. Lisa  Amarillo TX

Ms. Elva Siburt Devers in memory of Mrs. Mary Green
Ms. Barbara Richardson in memory of Mr. Joe Schoen
Dr. and Mrs. Henry C. Moreland in memory of 
     Mrs. Mary Lou Shippee
Daughters of the American Revolution in honor of 
     Mrs. Amy David

MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS

PROGRAMSEVENTS

BUILDING A CITY: THE BIVINS FAMILY AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
AMARILLO
Textile Gallery—Continuing through September 9, 2007

TRAINING THE WORLD TO TRAVEL WEST: PAINTINGS OF THE SOUTHWEST 
FROM THE BURLINGTON NORTHERN SANTA FE RAILWAY COLLECTION
Foran Gallery—Continuing through September 16, 2007

OFF TO WORK WE GO
Furniture Gallery—Continuing through October 7, 2007

ON THE AIR: BROADCASTING IN AMARILLO
Alexander Gallery—Continuing through December 31, 2007

MASTERPIECES OF AMERICAN INDIAN ART
Mary E. Bivins Gallery—Continuing through early September 2008

SENSE OF SELF
Derrick Room Balcony—September 15, 2007 through April 13, 2008

86TH ANNUAL SOCIETY MEETING INCLUDING
URBAN TEXAS, SENSE OF SELF AND SUITABLY DRESSED RECEPTIONS
Hazlewood Lecture Hall, Derrick Room Balcony, Foran Gallery and Textile Gallery

—September 28, 2007     5:30 pm 

URBAN TEXAS: CHANGING IMAGES OF AN EVOLVING STATE
Foran Gallery—September 29, 2007 to February 17, 2008 

SUITABLY DRESSED
Textile Gallery—September 29, 2007 to March 16, 2008 

PANHANDLE-PLAINS FOLKLIFE FESTIVAL
North Lawn and throughout Museum—October 6, 2007   Noon-4 pm

CECY TURNER PAINTING WORKSHOP
Palo Duro Canyon—October 20-21 2007 

LLANO CEMETERY BY TWILIGHT
Llano Cemetery—October 27, 2007 4:00-7:00 pm 

FURNISHING AMARILLO
Furniture Gallery—November 3, 2007 to March 23, 2008

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE
Throughout Museum—December 7-8, 2007      

THE BOOK OF BOOKS
Alexander Gallery—January 19 to April 20, 2008

NEWMEMBERS

EXHIBITS
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September – May 
9 am - 5 pm Monday – Saturday  
1 pm - 6 pm Sunday  

 HOURS
June – August  
9 am - 6 pm Monday – Saturday  
1 pm - 6 pm Sunday 
 

Closed New Year’s Day, Thanksgiving 
Day, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day  

ADMISSION
Adults $7
Seniors 65+ $6
Children 4-12 $3
Groups of 20+   $6
Members Free

PPHMNews is published by the Panhandle-
Plains Historical Museum (PPHM), WTAMU 
Box 60967, Canyon, Texas 79016.
Andrea Porter - Editor

Copyright 2007 by Panhandle-Plains 
Historical Museum. No part of this publication 
may be reprinted or otherwise reproduced 
without express written consent and permis-
sion from the publisher.

PPHM is located on the campus 
of West Texas A&M University.
2503 4th Avenue
Canyon, TX 79015
(806) 651-2244
www.panhandleplains.org

2503 Fourth Avenue

WTAMU Box 60967

Canyon, Texas 79016

www.panhandleplains.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
AMARILLO, TEXAS
PERMIT NO. 247

PPHMMEMBERSHIP FORM
Please complete this form and return with payment to Panhandle-Plains Historical 
Museum, WTAMU Box 60967, Canyon, Texas 79016.
Membership Levels: 
 q Friend $50 q Contributor $100  q Patron $500
 q Family $75 q Supporter $250  q Goodnight Circle $1,000

   
N A M E :

A D D R E S S :

C I T Y :   S T A T E :   Z I P  C O D E :

T E L E P H O N E :    E M A I L :

Gift Membership:      Membership Level: 
Please send a gift membership to:

N A M E :

A D D R E S S :

C I T Y :   S T A T E :   Z I P  C O D E :

Method of Payment:
 q   Enclosed is my check for $____________payable to the Panhandle-Plains 
  Historical Society
Credit Card :    q  Visa             q  Mastercard             q  AmEx             q  Discover

N A M E  O N  C A R D :  A C C O U N T  N O :

E X P I R A T I O N  D A T E :   S I G N A T U R E :

Museum Hours

Admission
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